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ception demanded great nicety of execution, and, except
where Napoleon himself commanded, it broke down. Jour-
dan and Moreau found themselves opposed by the Archduke
Charles, a strategist of the first order, at the head of 100,000
troops. Jourdan crossed the Rhine at Cologne and at Diis-
seldorf, and penetrated into the Palatinate, but defeated by
the Archduke at Amberg (24 August) and Wurzburg (3
September) was glad to regain French territory without
further disaster. Moreau made a dash into Bavaria and
got as far as Munich, but the defeat of his colleague left him
to face alone the army of the victorious Archduke. No
course was open to him but to fall back on the Rhine, and
by a series of masterly rear-guard actions he regained
Strasburg in December.
Far different was the issue of the Italian campaign under
Napoleon. His first business was to drive in a wedge be-
tween the Austrians and their Sardinian allies. This done
he compelled the King of Sardinia to sue for an armistice
before the campaign was a fortnight old. Peace was con-
cluded on 15 May, by which Sardinia renounced the Aus-
trian alliance, ceded Savoy and Nice to France, and allowed
Bonaparte to occupy the strong fortresses of Tortona,
Valenza and Coni.
Having put the Piedmontese out of action Bonaparte
now turned upon the Austrians, forced a passage over the
bridge of Lodi, and entered Milan (16 May). All Lom-
bardy, with the exception of Mantua, was now at his feet.
Alarmed by the brilliant success of French arms, other
Italian Powers hastened to come to terms with the vic-
torious general. The Dukes of Parma and Modena con-
cluded armistices with the French in May ; the Pope and
the King of Naples in June. By the definitive Peace of
Tolentino (19 February 1797) the Pope was compelled to
close his ports to the ships of England and her allies, to
pay 30 million francs to France, and hand over 100 valu-
able works of ait, to renounce all claim to Avignon and
to cede Bologna and Ferrara to France. Meanwhile Bona-
parte had already begun the reorganization of Italy. Before
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